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Semi-Retired and Loving It 

Dedicated to the positive promotion of our military heroesðboth domestic and foreign 

Medical Collectibles Inventory 

 

I have a few medical related collectibles, but know little about most of them. This inventory has pictures and/or descriptions of, what 

I believe, is all of my medical related collectibles. 

 

My grandfather, Carlos E. Stapleton, was a physician in Nevels and Statesboro, Georgia from the late 1890ôs until his death after 

WWII. When he died I was left his medical diploma, his prescription desk and a few of his medical related items. My father gave me 

these items after I got married. 

 

That sparked an interest and whenever I found a medical related item I could afford I would purchase it. My interest wayned about 

20 years ago, except for WWII and later military combat medics, and the collection ended up being buried in my storeroom. 

 

I came across them while cleaning my storeroom and at age 76, decided it was time to find a new home for the collection. 

 

As noted above, I have long ago lost the descriptions of the items, but I do recall the details on some. All I know about them accom-

panies the itemôs picture(s). 

 

On the Japaese items, they all came from a Japanese print shop owner. In the early 1960ôs I was a columnist for one national and 

three regional printing trade journals. I was a speaker at a national convention at MacCormick Place in Chicago and after my talk this 

printer cornered me and invited me to visit his shop. His shop was unique so I jumped at the chance. His shop printed for the Japa-

nese community in Chicago and used huge and very slow typewriters that enabled them to print the Japanese characters. I had done 

an earlier story on a similar printer in Houston, Texas, but that printer printed for the Chinese community. I did not even realize they 

had these machines for the Japanese language. 

 

But, back to the Japanese shop. This printerôs father was a veterinarian and in WWII was called up as a combat physician. His father 

served on many of the islands we fought. He was captured on Okinawa and until he was released at the end of the war, he treated 

both Allied and Japanese soldiers. I wonder how many knew they were being treated by a Veterinarian? 

 

In his shop he had a little area that had a lot of his fatherôs military items. I was fascinated by them and he gave me about a half 

dozen items that were used by his father during the war and one item that was notða salesmanôs display of suture needles. 

 

The Death Bed ancient item I found while looking for some Ancient Roman artifacts. I donôt recall much about it and donôt know 

why it was identified as a ñdeath bed.ò As I recall, I was told it was used by a medicine doctor for the patient or a friend to point 

where it ñhurts.ò I donôt know if the ñColimbaò is correct or whether it should be ñColumbia.ò 

 

I have no idea of the value of this collection, but would like to make contact with individuals who might have an interest. 



Very rare handwritten note and signature of Dr. Mary Walker, the only Union female physician 

of the US Civil War and the only female to be decorated with the Congressional Medal of 

Honor. The note refers to a book she had just written. The note and 2 pictures were profession-

ally framed. 

 

$2,900 



Desmond Doss-Most famous of WWII Combat Medics. Hand-signed autograph mounted on farmable album page. Single handed, 

Doss on Okinawa, Doss dragged more than 75 trips through the heavy Japanese fire dragging injured soldiers through heavy Japa-

nese fire back to a cliff and lowered each to safety down the 50ô high cliff before going back for another. Doss, by the way, was a 

conscientious objector and initially had endure much harassment and had to fight charges that he was unfit for service because of 

being a coward. For his heroism at Okinawa he was decorated with the Congressional Medal of Honor. 

 

$34.00 



Mike Novosel was without question historyôs finest ñDust Offò pilot. He flew a total of 2,038 hour of combat flight, flew 2,345 ae-

rial missions, and rescued a whopping 5,589 wounded soldiers. When units were pinned down under enemy fire and had wounded 

Novosel would never wait until the enemy firing slowed down or ceased. He would immediately fly to the aid of the wounded and 

extract them. Often his helicopter was heavily damaged and he was shot down several times, but that did not slow him down. On 

October 2, 1969 he was decorated with the Congressional Medal of Honor. Hand signed MOH card comes with farmable album 

page.                                                                                         $34.00 


